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RANGE SAFETY COURSE

 Emergency Exits

 Material

 Time Table

 Phones

 Washrooms
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1. About Taber Shooting Foundation

2. Firearm Safety Review

3. Ranges Rules

4. Range Courtesy

5. Range Procedures
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The Taber Shooting Foundation has established as a 
policy the requirement for a Range Safety Officer 
(RSO) to be present at any shooting range before 
firearms may be discharged.

Becoming an RSO is not required, however without 
an RSO designation you will not be provided a KEY 
FOB to the facility and will not be able to discharge 
a firearm without an RSO being present.

5

6



2/20/2019

4

THE VITAL FOUR ACTS OF FIREARM SAFETY

A

C

T

S

SSUME EVERY FIREARM IS LOADED

ONTROL THE MUZZLE DIRECTIONS AT ALL TIMES

RIGGER FINGER MUST BE KEPT OFF THE TRIGGER AND 

OUT OF THE TRIGGER GUARD

EE THAT THE FIREARM IS UNLOADED – PROVE IT SAFE
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PROVE THE FIREARM SAFE

P

R

O

V

E

OINT THE FIREARM IN THE SAFEST AVAILABLE DIRECTION

EMOVE ALL CARTRIDGES

BSERVE THE CHAMBER

ERIFY THE FEEDING PATH

XAMINE THE BORE

RANGE TERMS:

CEASE FIRE LINE

FIRING POINT

FIRING LINE

TARGET

TARGET HOLDER

BACKSTOP
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RANGE COMMANDS:

SHOOTERS TO THE LINE

THE RANGE IS NOW ACTIVE (OPEN)

CEASE FIRE

UNLOAD AND PREPARE FOR INSPECTION

THE FIRING LINE IS NO LONGER ACTIVE

UNACCEPTABLE TARGETS:

Any target which, when fired upon, will damage or litter 
private or public property.  This includes signs, wire 
insulators, bottles, old buildings, parked equipment and 
abandoned cars

 Illegal game.  This includes out of season or endangered 
species

Any target, material or shape that can cause ricochets
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UNACCEPTABLE TARGETS:

Any target which, when fired upon, might endanger the safety of 
others.  Special attention is required when shooting near 
inhabited areas, across or along roads, over hills and at water or 
hard surfaces

Any target which, when fired upon, may disturb others.    Eg.
Discharging firearms early in the morning or near dwellings

Any target made of glass or other material which causes 
fragment hazards

HAZARDS & PRECAUTIONS

ACCESS BY UNQUALIFIED OR UNAUTHORIZED USERS

 Disable action before storage or transport (or use trigger or cable 
lock) 

 Store firearms in a safely locked cabinet or container, out of view 

 Store ammunition separately and out of view 

 Supervise unqualified users 
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HAZARDS & PRECAUTIONS
ACCIDENTAL DISCHARGE

 Control muzzle direction at all times 

 Unload firearm when not in immediate use 

 Open action when handling 

 Keep finger off trigger and out of the trigger guard except when firing 

 Safety ON 

 No horseplay 

 A malfunctioning firearm may result in unintentional discharge 

 Ensure your firearm is well maintained and regularly serviced 

HAZARDS & PRECAUTIONS

WRONG AMMUNITION

 Carry only correct ammunition 

 Check ammunition against firearm data stamp 

 Use proper ammunition for target and conditions 

 If re-loading, follow correct procedures 

 Improperly loaded ammunition can cause a firearm incident 

 Ensure you know how to load correctly 
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HAZARDS & PRECAUTIONS

RICOCHETS

Be extra cautious when shooting at or towards flat or hard 
surfaces 

Check area near or behind target before firing 

Be extra cautious when shooting at or towards water 

HAZARDS & PRECAUTIONS

WRONG TARGET

 Identify target before firing and be sure, before you shoot 

Know what is behind the target

Make sure the backstop is adequate 
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Social Responsibilities of a 
Firearm User

Store all firearms and 
ammunition properly. Keep 
your firearms and ammunition 
properly secured and out of 
sight. 

Social Responsibilities of a Firearm User

Explain firearms safety to all family members. 
Everyone in a home where firearms are kept should know 
the safety rules. Firearms are no different than dangerous 
tools or poisons in the home. Proper use and handling of 
firearms and ammunition must be taught to the entire 
family. The key or combination number to secure locking 
devices should be kept away from and out of the reach of 
children and unauthorized adults. 
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Social Responsibilities of a Firearm User

Remove firearms from situations of potential 
violence. You may become aware of a situation 
where violence or tragedy could occur. In such 
cases, it is wise to go beyond the safe storage of 
firearms. Completely remove firearms that may be 
present. If this is not possible, at least notify the 
police of the situation. 

Social Responsibilities of a Firearm User

Act sensibly and carefully while around 
firearms. Always pay close attention to what you 
and others around you are doing. Make sure that 
everyone is acting safely and responsibly. 
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Social Responsibilities of a Firearm User

Never consume drugs or alcoholic beverages 
when around firearms. Do not go shooting with 
anyone who has. Alcohol and drugs can affect your 
mental or physical reactions. Both prescription and 
non-prescription drugs can affect your alertness, 
senses and balance. Some types of allergy 
medicines are a good example. Always stay fully 
alert when around firearms. 

Social Responsibilities of a Firearm 
User

Always get permission before shooting 
on someone else’s property. Make sure 
that you are welcome and permitted 
before you shoot anywhere. Do this 
whether the land belongs to the crown, to 
a local club, or to a private citizen. Make 
sure that you can shoot there safely. For 
example, someone else may be shooting 
there at the same time. Check with local 
authorities. 
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Social Responsibilities of a 
Firearm User

Have your eyesight checked 
regularly. Shooting requires 
good vision for target 
identification and accuracy. Be 
sure of your target and beyond. 

Social Responsibilities of a Firearm User

Maintain your firearm in good working order.    
If required, have a qualified gunsmith service your 
firearm.
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Social Responsibilities of a Firearm User

Avoid firing near buildings or roads.              
Respect the rights of others to safe travel and 
undisturbed use of their property. Only shoot near 
buildings with authorized permission, and only if it 
is legal and safe. 

Social Responsibilities of 
a Firearm User

Know and respect 
firearms regulations 
and local by-laws. 
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Social Responsibilities of a Firearm User

Wear safety equipment.                              
Encourage others to do the same. Safety equipment 
may include, but should not be limited to, sight and 
hearing protection, gloves, caps and proper 
clothing.

You may leave a non-restricted firearm 
unattended in your vehicle if:

It is unloaded: AND

Placed in a locked truck or similar 
compartment of the vehicle
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If the unattended vehicle does not have 
a truck or similar compartment:

Lock the vehicle, or the part of the vehicle that 
contains the non-restricted firearm; AND

Leave the non-restricted firearm inside, 
unloaded and out of sight.

A restricted firearm must be transported only if 
it is:

Unloaded; AND

Rendered inoperable by                                       
using a secure locking                                         
device; AND

31

32



2/20/2019

17

A restricted firearm must be transported only if 
it is:

 It is in a locked container that is made of an opaque material 
and cannot be easily broken open or into or accidentally 
opened during transportation; AND

You may leave the locked container in an attended vehicle’s 
securely locked trunk or similar compartment.
 If the unattended vehicle is not equipped with a trunk or similar 

compartment, lock the vehicle, or the part of the vehicle that contains the 
container and the container is not visible from outside the vehicle.

Every person who stores, displays, transports or handles 
a firearm in a manner contrary to the Storage, Display, 
Transportation and Handling of Firearms by Individuals 
Regulations may,

 lose their firearm,

 lose their license, 

be prohibited from possessing firearms for a period of 
time, and is: 
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1. guilty of an indictable offence and liable to 
imprisonment, 

• In the case of a first offence, for a term not exceeding two 
years, and 

• In the case of a second or subsequent offence, for a term 
not exceeding five years; or 

2. guilty of an offence punishable on summary 
conviction (a fine of $5,000 and/or six months 
imprisonment). 

Reference: Subsections 86(2) and (3) of Part III of the Criminal Code 

Every person commits an offence who, without lawful 
excuse, points a firearm at another person, whether the 
firearm is loaded or unloaded, and may,

 lose their firearm,

 lose their license,

be prohibited from possessing a firearm for a period of 
time and is: 
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1. guilty of an indictable offence and liable to 
imprisonment for a term not exceeding five years; or 

2. guilty of an offence punishable on summary 
conviction (a fine of $5,000 and/or six months 
imprisonment). 

Reference: Subsections 87(1) and (2) of Part III of the 
Criminal Code 
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1. All members must execute a “liability waiver 
release” prior to entry to the range.

2. Members are legally and financially 
responsible for the actions of their guests.

3. Shooting hours:

Shooting is allowed sunrise to sunset, 365 days a year,         
except for required maintenance

Shooting after sunset may be allowed during night shooting 
seminars or events, by the executive with written                  
permission

Ranges may be required to be closed if a site downrange  
within the safety template area is occupied for an extended 
period of time – i.e. for ‘agricultural, oilfield or 
maintenance activities’.
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4. All Federal and Provincial Regulations are to be   
observed at all times at the Range.

Failure to comply may result in eviction from and 
being banned from the Range, without refund of    
fees or dues.

5. No Hunting of Wildlife Allowed.
Anyone shooting at objects other than targets         
authorized by the club will be escorted off the       
Range.

6. All members in a vehicle must enter using their   
Key FOB upon arrival at the gate.

7. Members may host up to 2 guest shooters per day. 
There is no fee for first and second time guest       
shooters. 

All subsequent visits will have a nominal fee of $15    
per person per visit. 

All non-shooting guests are the responsibility of the   
host member.
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8. All shooters must produce their membership card 
upon request from any other member and must    
have it on their person.

9. Guests at matches and commercial guest                
customers have unescorted shooting privileges   
only on the ranges booked for the match or the     
commercial event. They are not allowed to shoot  
on other ranges without the supervision of a         
member.

10.All shooters must wear adequate eye and ear        
protection while on any of the ranges whether      
discharging a firearm or not.
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11. All firearms must be UNLOADED and, in addition, 
CARRIED IN AN UPRIGHT POSITION (unless          
encased or on a gun cart) until you arrive at the    
designated shooting area. Here firearms may be  
placed either on an upright stand, left on the gun  
cart, or laid on a shooting bench, unloaded, action 
open and visible and pointed downrange.

11. (i) Holsters for handguns are permitted to be        
used on the range except for shoulder holsters,    
which are not permitted on the range.

(ii) Handguns must be unloaded until the shooter 
is at the firing line.

45

46



2/20/2019

24

12. No person is permitted to handle a firearm when 
any person is downrange of the firing line. 

Firearms need to be unloaded, bolt open, breech 
open and pointed downrange.

13. Minor shooters (under 18 years 
of age) are welcome and            
encouraged. All minor shooters 
must be under the direct,             
immediate and constant              
supervision of an adult while      
shooting and must otherwise be 
supervised and behave in a               
responsible and safe manner.
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14. The consumption or possession of alcohol or        
drugs is not permitted within club boundaries     
while any portion of the Range remains open to    
shooting. Anyone found in contravention of this     
rule, including shooters who have consumed         
alcohol immediately prior to arriving at the           
Range, or appear to be impaired from any source, 
may be permanently banned from the Range.

15. No smoking unless in designated areas.
No smoking or open flame in effect during fire bans.
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16. Firearms not in immediate use are to be empty of 
all ammunition and magazines, and,

 in the case of long guns, stored with their actions        
open and visible in the racks provided or stored in a  
suitable similar manner including in gun carts.

 in the case of handguns, stored with their actions        
open and visible, in a case or stored in a holster with 
hammer down.

or stored in a locked vehicle, cased or out of sight.

17. All ranges require a common cease fire and a       
common firing line. Shooters must not be                
positioned forward of other shooters on the firing 
line.
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18. When two or more shooters are on a particular range,     
one must assume the responsibility of range officer, to     
declare cease fires and the resumption of shooting,            
following a check of the range. 

 Shooters must get an “All Clear” signal from the range      
officer before going downrange to post, check or retrieve  
targets. 

The member acting as range officer is responsible to ensure     
that everyone on the line is following the “cease fire” and other 
range commands and is maintaining a common firing line. 

Any individual may call ‘Cease Fire’ at any time.

19. All shots are to be made at the target directly in    
front of the shooter’s firing position. No shots are   
to be made at angles across the range, as this       
poses a ricochet and safety hazard unless the        
shooter is engaged in an approved competition   
which permits this activity. Shooters wanting to     
shoot at a different target stand/distance must     
move to a firing position which provides the           
required stand/distance immediately to the front 
of that position.
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20. Cartridge restrictions per Federal regulations: 

Prohibited Ammunition includes:

 .50 BMG

 Tracer

 Incendiary

 Armour piercing ammunition

21. Shotgun/Trap Ranges:

Only shotguns firing bird-shot are to be used on the 
shotgun/trap range(s).  No slugs or rifles.

Shotguns may be patterned, using lead shot only, on   
the designated patterning board. 
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21. Shotgun/Trap Ranges:

Only clay targets and other approved Sporting Clay      
targets are to be used on the shotgun range(s)

 Shot shell restrictions: Shot Shell only, maximum shot    
shells to be size US # 7½ (0.095”), 2¾” in length, 1 1/8 
ounce shot maximum.

21. Shotgun/Trap Ranges:

 Shotguns firing slugs may be shot on:

Action Range 4C (Zombie Range) using slugs only.

No use of regular shot shells.

No use of shotguns on: 

50M / 100M / 200M / 600M / Action Ranges 4A,B,D,E
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22. Handguns are to be shot on the

100 meter (Range 1)

200 meter (Range 2)

Action range (Range 4)

50 meter (Range 5)

23. Drawing and firing a loaded handgun from a       
holster must be done in a safe manner and with    
the greatest care at all times.

The handgun must be loaded and unloaded      
only at the firing line.

24. Handguns in holsters not in immediate use on a    
firing line must be unloaded of ammunition &/or 
magazines
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25. When moving forwards and backwards to a firing 
point, pistols must be continuously pointed           
downrange.

26. Firearms shall not be discharged on the archery 
range.

ARCHERY ONLY

Broadheads are only allowed at           
designated Broadhead backstops
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27. All trash and spent ammo must be picked up       
before leaving the range.

28. All targets shall be removed from backstops upon 
completion of shooting.

29. Human silhouette targets are allowed but must be 
removed from the range when you are finished     
shooting.

30. Dogs and other domestic animals are prohibited 
on all ranges at all times.

31. Glass, bottles or other unapproved materials may 
not be used as targets at anytime.

32. All range users shall pick up refuse and materials 
(targets, cartridge brass, shotgun hulls, etc)            
they use and leave the range clean at all times.
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33. Targets shall be placed on target backboards, not 
on the support posts or frames

34. No vehicles are permitted on the ranges without  
permission from the Chair or Property Chair.

35. Special activities or events and range closures     
shall be authorized only by the executive.

36. When there is a special shooting event at a range. 
That range is closed for all other shooting              
activities until the event is over.
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37. The main gate must be locked immediately upon 
entering and exiting except when there are           
special shooting events.

38. ALL MEMBERS AND GUESTS ARE REQUIRED TO 
FOLLOW THESE RULES AT ALL TIMES,                    
NO EXCEPTIONS.  

ANYONE DISREGARDING THESE RULES WILL BE    
REQUIRED TO LEAVE THE RANGE IMMEDIATELY  
AND MAY BE SUBJECT TO FURTHER ACTIONS OR   
SANCTIONS AS DETERMINED BY THE TABER           
SHOOTING FOUNDATION EXECUTIVE.
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39. ANY ACTS OF:

ILLEGAL ACTIVITY, 

DANGEROUS

IRRESPONSIBLE USE OF RANGE FACILITIES

ACTS OF VANDALISM 

DESTRUCTION OF PROPERTY

39. ANY ACT 

WILL RESULT IN IMMEDIATE AND PERMANENT      
REVOCATION OF MEMBERSHIP FROM THE TABER 
SHOOTING FOUNDATION PROPERTY.  

THE FOUNDATION WILL ACTIVELY PARTICIPATE    
IN ANY CRMINAL CODE INVESTIGATION.
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The following exceptions are allowed for special       
organized groups within TSF:

Holding formal competitions

Practice sessions

Firearm education courses

While under the direct control of their respective      
Range Officer(s)/ Instructor(s) for the entire time.

Examples of these groups include:

Sports Clays Silhouette

Cowboy Action Swiss Rifle

IPSC IDPA

NRA Specialize marksman 

courses
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These exceptions are not allowed for the general     
membership during casual shooting.

Targets may include steel targets with special            
permission and special conditions of usage. 

oRifles utilizing pistol cartridges may be shot on the 
handgun range(s).  Example 44/40, 38/40, 45 Colt

oUse of a shotgun on any range may be approved by 
the executive in special cases.  More than one           
shotgun shell may be loaded into a shotgun at a       
time.  Approved competition and practice may         
utilize other sizes of lead shot, by the executive with 
written authorization.
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oApproved competition and practice may set target s
tands at other locations than at the rear berms with 
special permission and specific conditions of usage, 
by the executive with written permission.

oQUESTION regarding range rules?

There are certain standards of range courtesy.           
Considerate shooters follow the following standards:

Rules and procedures may vary occasionally.           
Check and obey the approved rules.  There should 
be a safety briefing before starting.

Sign in to the firing range upon arrival.

Avoid interrupting or distracting others when they  
are shooting.
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Do not smoke on the firing line.

Ask the owner’s or shooter’s permission before        
handling that person’s firearm or equipment.

Leave enough space between you and others to      
ensure safety.

If firing particularly smoky firearms, shoot from       
downwind of others on the firing line.                         
Esp Black Powder

Do not fire on other people’s targets, targets not      
directly down range from yourself or any target that 
may disturb others.

Those firing semi-automatic firearms should take a  
firing point where other people will not be 
disturbed by ejecting casings.

Rapid firing may disturb shooters sighting-in or      
deliberate target work.
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Clean up after shooting.  Pick up cartridge casings.  
Take down targets.

Put away any range-owned equipment you have      
used.  Eg, sandbags, bench rests

In the event of an emergency:

1. Dial 911

2. Request appropriate emergency services to the  
MD of Taber Shooting Complex – SE35-10-17/W4

3. Provide first aid attention to any injured persons  
within your ability to do so.
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In the event of an emergency:

4. Send a guide to open the main entrance gate        
when emergency services arrive and have them   
direct EMS to the scene.

5. Complete RSO incident reporting form and            
submit to an executive member immediately.

Refer to the attached Emergency A
ction Plan in your handout.
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REMEMBER: ‘EVERYONE IS A RANGE SAFETY OFFICER!’

Safety is a primary responsibility of the shooter at all times.

1. Only 1 vehicle at a time for entry and exit at the
gate. WAIT for the gate to go through a complete
cycle before using the Key fob again.

2. Stay on the left side of the roadway until you have
a clear line of sight. Follow the signs indicating
Left Hand Traffic.

83

84



2/20/2019

43

3. Upon entry to the range, proceed to the Sign In
Shed located at the entrance to Parking Lot.

a. Everyone must sign in – Shooters and observers

b. All guest shooters must pay a $15/day fee on their
3rd and subsequent visits (insurance cost) use
envelope provided in shed (sign and date it)

c. The 1st shooter on the range is designated the
Range Safety Officer (RSO). This person must wear
a RSO Vest found in the locker so as to indicate to
any other shooters their role.

d. If the RSO leaves the range and other shooters are
still present and active, then the vest must be
passed on to another Member to act in the role of
RSO.

e. The last shooter (RSO) should return the vest to the
locker in the Sign In Shed.

f. ALL shooters must wear a lanyard with their
membership card displayed and ALL guests must
wear a lanyard with the guest pass displayed.
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g. NO PERSON WHO IS NOT A MEMBER THAT HAS
COMPLETED THE RANGE SAFETY COURSE AND
THEREFORE IS NOT ENTITLED TO BE IN
POSSESSION OF A GATE FOB, IS PERMITTED TO BE
ON THE RANGE UNLESS UNDER THE SUPERVISION
OF THE QUALIFIED MEMBER (RSO)

3. Once you have completed the requirements at the
Sign In Shed, then you are ready to park and
proceed to the range of your choice.

The following are requirements at each range:
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a. All firearms must be UNLOADED and CARRIED IN
AN UPRIGHT POSITION (unless encased or on a
gun cart) until you arrive at the designated shooting
area. Here firearms may be placed either upright
on a upright stand, left on the gun cart or laid on a
shooting bench, unloaded, action open & visible
and pointing downrange.

b. All shooters and observers must wear hearing and
eye protection at all times.

c. Observe Flag signals on entry to the Range.

A RED FLAG indicates the range is Active (HOT)

A GREEN FLAG indicates the range is INACTIVE (SAFE)

d. Before a shooter goes downrange (to change or check      
targets) they must set out a SANDWICH BOARD found at      
the entrance to Range that indicates that                              
A CEASE FIRE IN EFFECT – SHOOTER DOWNRANGE
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e. While a cease fire is in effect, firearms CANNOT
be handled – this includes:

• Casing

• Uncasing

• Cleaning

• Adjusting Scopes

f. Only approved targets may be engaged.

g. All ranges rules as outlined at the Sign-In Shed
must be followed at all times.
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h. REMEMBER: ‘EVERYONE IS RANGE OFFICER’
and are authorized to give a ‘CEASE FIRE’ order if
they deem it necessary. This is a legal command
and upon hearing this command ALL shooters must
immediately cease firing, PROVE their firearm safe
and step back behind the Cease Fire Line until the
RSO is satisfied the Range is once again Safe and a
‘RANGE IS ACTIVE – RESUME SHOOTING’
order is given.

5. In the event you witness any safety violations or       
injuries by any participant on the Range, you must  
fill in an INCIDENT REPORT which can be found in  
the Sign-In Shed.  Be sure to list all details.                
First Aid supplies are available in the Shed and the 
address of the Range is posted outside the Shed for 
the RCMP or Ambulance Personnel.  Leave all          
reports in the Shed and your contact information.                                
Contact Police / Ambulance as required.
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6. Be sure to leave the Range clean of all spent            
cartridges and targets and report any damaged     
property.

7. Courtesy and respectful behavior is required of all 
who attend the range.

QUESTIONS?
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